Mukamd We have no Indian studies at Oxford, other than Sanskrit— and that less of literature than of grammar. The vernaculars are despised, are not considered serious studies—yet Sanskrit is dead, they are vigorous and developing, As a result, Indian intellectuals are now turning to the Continent—they are getting increasingly out of touch with us, and are forming connections with Scandinavia, Germany, Czechoslovakia, Italy. This fact has even a political importance,
My disappointment over the loss of reputation that has come to Tagore is largely because he lost the best chance an Indian has ever had of getting a hearing from the West. He got the ear of England—and then lost it. He lost much more than his own battle. And he need not have lost it,
Like you, I am very sorry he did not get the Oxford degree. But that was a misunderstanding. There was no enthusiasm for him here, but the degree would have gone through all right. But Tagore thought a rebuff m$ likely and he preferred not to risk it. It is a pity, for an occasional F.R.S. or doctorate of Oxford or Cambridge would give him more pleasure than anything else. I wish they'd recognise Brajcn-dralal Seal—I know he has a Knighthood, but I mean, at Oxford.
But I must not take up more of your time. I only want to say how grateful I am for your kind letter—and if I can I will look you up when I am in London, I know that no one did more for Tagore's hearing in the Vest—and I know that your interest in India has been lifelong and unwavering. Yours sincerely,
EDWARD THOMPSON,
I think, with Thompson, while we make over much of Maharajahs, too little curiosity is shown by English artists and scholars in the living culture of India.
When Sir Muhamed Iqbal, the most eminent among Muslim poets and philosophers, came over for the Indian Round Table Conference in 1931, little notice was taken of him, though one of his poems, the Asrar-l-Khudl (Secrets 46

